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TH BAFOSITOR. 


* PROVE ALL THINGS ; HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GoOD.”’ 


THE PARABLES. 

Those interesting portions of the New Testament 
commonly called the parables, contain such a fund of 
information, that an exposition of each one, in the 
progress of this volume of the Advocate, will, doubt- 
less, receive the attention and approbation of our rea- 
ders. We do not suppose ourselves capable of throw- 
ing much light upon them, in addition to what has al- 
ready been done by others ; nor shall we, in all cases, 
attempt to add any thing to the information already 
given to the public by our brethren ; but shall endeav- 
or to give, in this volume, a full and lucid exposition 
of each parable, either in extracts from the writings 
of others, or in words, if not ideas, of our own. Sev- 
eral of the parables have been heretofore explained in 
this work, perhaps to the satisfaction of our readers ; 
but as knowledge is progressive, some thoughts may 
be suggested, upon a reconsideration of the same sub- 
jects, which will be of service to the reader ; and also, 
since our subscription list is undergoing an alteration, 
and receiving an increase of many new names, even a 
republication of the same may be interesting to many, 
and perhaps with the contemplated additions, of ser- 
vice to all. In the first number of this volume will 
be found the first of the contemplated series, under the 
head of “‘ rHE ExPosrroR ;”’ by referring towhich each 
week, the reader will find an attempt at an elucidation 
either of some one of the parables, or an explanation 
of some difficult or controverted portion of the scrip- 


tures. 











[From Ballou’s Notes on the Parables.] 
PARABLE II. 

‘‘ Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly 
purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner ; but 
he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

Mat. iii, 12. 

The main central idea contained in this 
verse, and that which we understand thereby, 
is easy and familiar to our senses, and signi- 
fies a change from a state of nature. While 
wheat is growing ”in the field, it is encompass- 
ed with chaff ; this is its natural state, which 
shews the natural state of man in which he is 
encompassed with the imperfections of Adam 
the first, who was made subject to vanity.— 
When the wheat is brought into the floor, it is 
for the purpose of taking its substance from its 
state of nature, that it may be better prepared 
for acceptable use ; by which we are taught 
that circumstance into which God will bring 
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the creature. For, as I have before repre- 
sented the creature by the tree cut off from its 
root, so now we see him represented by wheat 
reaped down, or cut off from the stock on which 
it grew in the field, and lying on the floor.— 
Here pause, and open your bibie to Micah iv. 
11, 12, 13, and learn the intention of the Lord 
in bringing the enemies of Zion into his floor 
as sheaves. The daughter of Zion is com- 
manded to arise and thresh ; for which pur- 
pose, God promises to make her horn iron and 
her hoofs brass, that thereby many people 
might be beaten to pieces, but their gain was 
to be consecrated unto the Lord, and their sub- 
stance unto the Lord of the whole earth : So 
as wheat is the substance of the growth, it is to 
be gathered into the garner of Christ, which 
is the church, or covenant represented by Sa- 
rah, or Jerusalem which is above, which is the 
mother of us all, But he shall burm up the 
chaff with unquenchable fire.” We cannot 
conceive of more than one unquenchabdle fire, 
and that one is God, as it is written, our God is 
a consuming fire ; tt cannot be supposed that 
this fire is quenchable, neither can we with 
propriety suppose another unquenchable fire, 
as that would be supposing another nature e- 
qual to himself. 

This fire is often alluded to in scripture, but 
Isaiah xxxiii. 14, is sufficient with the other 
hints already given : there the question is ask- 
ed, “ Who among us shall dwell with devour- 
ing fire? Who among us shall dwell with ev- 
erlasting burnings 2” And in the 15th verse 
the question is answered: “ He that walketh 
righteously,” &c. By which we learn, that 
unholiness cannot abide this fire, nor the wick- 
ed in the character of sinfulness, but purity and 
holiness ; and men, in that character, may dwell 
even on high, and their place of defence be the 
munition of rocks, to whom bread shall be giv- 
en, and waters be sure. 

ILLUSTRATION, 

The common use which has been made of 
this parable, is the same which has been made 
of the former ; and it is evident that they were 
both spoken on one subject, and that their 
meaning is similar, 

By wheat, in this text, commentators in gen- 
eral understand»righteous men, and by chaff, 
wicked men ; by gathering the wheat into the 
garner, is meant the receiving of the righteous 
into heaven and eternal happiness, and by bur- 
ning up the chaff with unquenchable fire, is 
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meant the future, eternal, unmerciful punish- 
ment inte which the wicked will be cast. 

As this use of the text is as dishonorabie to 
the Saviour, and as tormenting to man as any 
use that could possibly be made of the text, 
the reader will not be surprised if there should 
appear to be no relation between the text, with 
the context, and the common use which divines 
have made of it. What do our divines mean 
by the righteous? Answer, those who have 
been regenerated and born again. What were 
they before ? Answer, children of wrath even 
as others, Ifan unconverted man be chaff, 
and this same man/by conversion become 
wheat, then chaff is converted into wheat.— 
Why then does the text say that the wheat is 
to be gathered into the garner, but the chaff 
burned up with unquenchable fire 2. Would a 
grower of wheat burn his chaff, if he could 
convert it into wheat, especially if he could 
procure no wheat but by the conversion of 
chaff? Again, what analogy can any body see 
between the ideas of the burning up of chaff, 
and the future, eternal, unmerciful punishment 
of wicked men? The burning up of chaff 
surely means a total destruction of chaff.— 
Who would pretend that chaff could be burnt 
up ina fire, and still remain chaff as before ? 
As it is easy for the reader to see the impropri- 
ety of ‘converting chaff into wheat, or of burn- 
ing up the chaff in unquenchable fire, and 
having the chaff still remain chaff in the fire 
eternally, so it is equally easy to see the total 
want of any relation between the text and the 
use which divines have made of it. 

In the notes on this parable the reader may 
see their analogy with the text, the context, and 
the general tenor of the gospel. Man is rep- 
resented in two characters in the scriptures, as 
may be seen in St. Paui’s Ist epistle to the Co- 
rinthians, xv. 45, 46, 47, 48, 49.“ And so it 
is written, the first man Adam was made a liv- 
ing soul, the last Adam was made a quickening 
spirit. Howbeit that was not first which is 
spiritual, but that which is natural ; and after- 
ward that which is spiritual, The first man is 
of the earth, earthy; the second man is the 
Lord from heaven. And as is the earthy, such 
are they also that are earthy ; and as is the 
heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. 
And as we have borne the image of the earthy, 
we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.” 
As wheat is encompassed with chaff while 
growing iu the field, so are mankind encom- 
passed with the imperfections of the first man, 
Adam ; and as the wheat is separated from 
the chaff, so the gospel dispensation is design- 
edto separate mankind from all the imperfec- 
tions of this natural state, and perfect the 
whole in Christ, the second man, who is the 
Lord from heaven. 

It may be well for the reader to open his bi- 
ble and read the context, and observe that fire 
is spoken of in verses 10,11, 12. In the 10th 





verse John says that every tree which bring- 
eth not forth good fruit, is hewn down and cast 
into the fire ; in the 11th verse he tells the 
Pharisees that Christ should baptize them with 
the Holy GXost and with fire ; and in the 12th 
he says that Christ will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire. From these passages it is 
evident that the fire into which the trees were 
to be cast, the fire with which the Saviour bap- 
tizes, and the fire which burns up the chaff, 
are the same fire. And as this is the fire 
which accompanies the Holy Ghost, in its 
quickening and life giving operations, it is per- 
fectly consistent with the text and context to 
suppose that this unquenchable fire is the fire 
of divine love, which is God himself, for God 
is love. Many waters cannot quench love, nei- 
ther can the floods drown it. This eternal, un- 
quenchable fire of divine love is the great 
love which St. Paul speaks of to the Ephesians, 
chap. ii. 4, &c. “ But God who is rich in mer- 
cy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 
even when we were dead in sins, hath quick- 
ened us together with Christ.” Rom. v. 8. 
“ But God commendeth his love toward us, in 
that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us.” These scriptures show us as plainly as 
can be expressed, that God loves his offspring, 
man, while he is a sinner, even while he 1s 
dead in sins. Where then can be the propri- 
ety of explaining the above parable, or any 
other, to prove and enforce the idea that God 
will punish eternally and unmercifully, those 
his offspring, whom he loves with an unquen- 
chable love 2 

It is hoped that none into whose hands these 
notes may fall, are so blinded by the unwarran- 
table prejudices of education, as not to see that 
to explain this and other parables to mean the 
final reconciliation, purification, and complete 
sanctification of sinners, is more consistent 
with the general tenor of the gospel than the 
contrary idea, 

Isaid above, that the idea generally enter- 
tained of this parable, was the most dishonora- 
ble to the Saviour, and tormenting to man, of 
any to which the text could be applied, and I 
am satisfied that the statement is correct, and 
that no person will undertake to controvert it in 
any way by which they can be conveniently 
answered. ‘To suppose that he who was sent 
of God, for the express purpose of saving sin- 
ners, to which end all power in heaven and on 
earth are committed to him, will exercise that 
very power to make those whom he came to 
save, endlessly miserable, is as dishonorable 
an idea as can be entertained of Christ, and 
surely no idea can be more tormenting to man- 
kind. 

How widely different such an opinion is 
from the testimony of the angel to the shep- 
herds, “Fear not, for behold I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is born this day, in the 
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city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord.” 

While the false doctrine which this and ma- 
ny other scriptures have been forced to sup- 
port, have been urged with a zeal which be- 
comes a better cause, to the sorrow, mourning 
grief and despondency of thousands, the true 
doctrine taught by them is calculated to fill the 
rational mind with the most exalted ideas of 
the scheme of salvation, the peace of God, 
which surpasses all the enjoyments of an earth- 
ly nature, those joys unspeakable which are 
full of glory, and that love and charity towards 
our fellow men, which are the bond of perfect- 
ness. 








CONTROVERSIAL. _ 


We copy the following remarks on revivais from th the 
Curistian Inte viticencer. They refer toan article on 
the same subject from the Curistian ReoisteR, which is 
Both articles are written in a becom- 


also copied below. 
ing style, and are worthy the attention of every one who is 
desirous of knowing the truth. 

REVIVALS. 

We have inserted the article on a preceding 
page, from the Boston Christian Register, be- 
rause we believe the remarks are, generally, 
correct and reasonable, ‘The writer confit 108 
himself to obvious facts, ‘ 

The triumphant and insolent tone, in which 
modern “ revivals” are trumpeted abroad, is 
truly astonishing. ‘The advocates for those 
animal excitements, appear to boast of their 
success, as though the work was uniformly at- 
tended by signal evidences of a miraculous in- 
terposition of divine power. ‘They seem to 
forget, or rather conceal, many humiliating 
facts, accompanying or following those irra- 
tional scenes, They treat those contemptuous- 
ly, who cannot in conscience, say, they believe 
such excitements are ascribable to the agency 
of the Holy Ghost. These Revivalists (if we 
may coin a word to express our meaning,) ex- 
hibit but one side of the story. They tell us of 
their marvellous works, in making converts, 
but never divulge the many indecorous and la- 
scivious circumstances which follow. It is 
known to many of us, that in the midst of pow- 
erful revivals, the very leaders and principal 
actors in them, have been detected in the most 
infamous deeds, Let revivalists ask for names, 
places, and dates, and they shall be forwarded 
forthwith, Still, we accord to our religious 
opposers, all that is their due. We cheerful- 
ly grant that many of those, who have been the 
subjects of those religious excitements, are 
honest, upright and virtuous people 3 and are 
entitled to the highest respect. But, we deny 
that these excitements made them honest, good 
people. From a very extensive acquaintance 
with them, we hesitate not to say, that we ne- 
ver yet knew an instance, in which a revival 
converted a dishonest man, to an honest one 3 
a miser, to feelings of gencrosity ; or a tattler, 





| natural 


to u peaceabie, quiet citizen, We have tre- 
quently said, and now repeat it, that if they will 
produce one solitary instance of the kind, we 
will believe we may have been mistaken. But, 
readers, the thing will not be attempted. Such 
events, if they occur at all, “are, like angel 
visits, few, and fur between,” 

We have no pleasure in exposing the errors, 
or even the iniquities of zealots. But, in com- 
mon with others, we claim the right of undic- 
tated opinion, ‘The writer of this notice, once 
shared, in what is technically called “a revi- 
val,” but it was then called “ a reformation :” 
he has lived in the midst of several frantic ex- 
citements, where multitudes were all on flame, 
like burning straw ; when some men, but many 
more women and children were sighing, groan- 
ing, screaming, falling down, seeing visions, 
§c. keeping up their religious orgies ‘carly and 
lute ;—and are we now to believe, that we are 
not qualified to judge candidly of such 
scenes ? Are we to be scoffed and ridiculed, 
because we cannot pronounce them the super- 
work of God? or say # Shibboleth,” 
according to modern orthodoxy? If so, we 
must make our defence, by appealing to facts. 


| Let our opposers carry on their work, in their 


| them, let their zeal be ever so vehement ; 





own way ; but let them not hurl their shafts at 
us, because we have too much experience in 
those incantations, to be overcome by them. 
We respect the sincere and upright among 
aud 
will not wound their feelings by an exhibition 
of humiliating facts, so long as they manifest 
proper courtesy. 
~me @ on 
[From the Christian Register.] 

Most of the orthodox journals are filled with 
accounts of missions and revivals. ise first 
relate to many intere sting topics, and consti- 
tute by far the most intere sting a nd valuable 
part of these publications. With regard to re= 
vivals, too, there is certainly nothing for which 
we should pray and endeavor more caruestly, 
than for a real revival of religion ; and we can 
sasily conceive of judicicus and well written 
accounts ef any remarkable improvement in 
ihe religious condition of a town or neighbor- 
hood, serving to convince others of what may 
be done by well directed effort, and stimulating 
them to similar exertions. Some of these ac- 
counts may therefore be read with pleasure 
and advantage ; but to others, amd to ihe prac- 
tice of inserting all accounts bedincrianhie ately, 
we object strongly. Many of them are weak 
and silly beyond expression—such as instead 
of inclining men of sense to uncommon atten- 
tion to relizion, must have an effect, so far as 
they have any effect, to disgust them with it, by 
associating it with ignorance and mental imbe- 
cility. Christians should remember, those es- 
pecially, who write for the public, that they are 
not more accountable for the doubts, than they 
are for the disgust, they occasion. We cer- 
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tainly should respect the religious ‘experiences 
of the weakest brother, if convinced of his 
sincerity ; but there is no excuse for exposing 
them. It is true, all these accounts will be 
swallowed greedily by those, who mistake re- 
ligious gossiping for religion itself; but this is 
a propensity, which those who assume the of- 
fice of guiding, should seek to discountenance ; 
not cater for it. 

We also believe that the frequent publica- 
tion of these accounts has a tendency to in- 
flate the pride of those instrumental in getting 





up the excitement in question ; and indeed, | 
| ted with the whole subject of religion ; nor 


that these accounts often originate in this 
pride, It is telling the world what they have 
done. ‘True they were but instruments, they 
will tell you; but where all are but instruments 
who does not perceive, that the glory consists 
in being the best and most effective instrument. 
To be sure they were but humble instraments, 
they will tell you—aye, humble. In the thir- 
teenth century, when the ascendancy of the | 
Pope was at its greatest height, he never for- 
got to style himself ‘ the servant of servants.” 
Every body knows, that these excitements have 
come to be regarded as almost entirely the ef- 
fect of personal influence, and those who may 
have shown themselves to possess _this influ- 
ence in a remarkable degree, are sent for from 
place to place ; and to suppose that this can 
be done, and so much publicity given to it, 
without flattering the vanity of these persons, 
or increasing their self-complacency, would ar- 
gue a strange ignorance of human nature.— 
Men mistake, if they think that the ambition 
of the clergy cannot be gratified without polit- 
ical power. There was more in the life of 
such aman as John Wesley, to feed personal 


ambition, than that of a Dominic, Loyole, or | 


Laud. 


Besides, in most of these communications 


respecting revivals the cloven foot of party ap- | ey *s Seasonable 
Often the main object of the writer is | Religion, how much advantage he derived from 


pears. 


not to show what the Lord has done, but what 
his party has done. Indeed, a disposition is 
manifested at times to make the whole question 
of a man’s orthodoxy turn on his favoring revi- 
vals; as if all sects did not favor revivals, 
when convinced that they are really revivals 
of religion. When we are told to favor revi- 
vals, it is not meant, certainly, that we should 
favor all the excesses which have been com- 
mitted under this name—the excesses of some 
of the early Anabaptists or the French Proph- 
ets, forexample. It is certainly meant that we 
should use discrimination ; and this is all for 
which any sect contends—to Cistinguish the 
genuine from the spurious, 

Something should also be said of. the credit 
due these accounts, as they are often given.— 
We have met with more than one person, who 
has received from an orthodox newspaper his 
first intimation of the existence of a famous 
revival, which, according to the newspaper 








had been g going on for weeks in his own neigh- 
borhood, and under his very windows. These 
accounts may help to keep up the spirits of a 


party, but they give very deceptive views of 


the real state of religion in the community ; 
for even where the statements themselves are 
true, they are always deceptive, from what is 
omilted or overlooked. They tell us how ma- 
ny persons are under concern of mind; how 
many have joined the church. But they do 
not tell how many families have been divided 
in consequence, how many parishes have been 
broken up, how many minds have been disgus- 


how soon the excitement declines, nor how ma- 
ny of the subjects of it relapse into their for- 
mer courses, and become worse than ever,— 
They do not tell how much intermeddling, 
censoriousness and spiritual pride, the excite- 
ment generates in those who purtake of it, nor 
the questionable means employed in getting it 
up, nor the foilies and excesses to which it 
sometimes leads; nor the bad eflect ail this 
has on the rest of the community, who do not 
believe in it, who despise it. ‘They do not tell 
the influence it has gn the society and enter- 
prise of the place, nor its political beurings, nor 
the very serious consideration, that the evil 
which it does is commonly real and lasting, 
while the good is oftev illusive and evanescent. 
To form a correct opinion respecting the na- 
ture and influence of the religious excitements, 
commonly called revivals, knowledge must be 
had on ail these particulars; and the facts giv- 
ing it can be communicated by those only who 


reside on the spot, and know the whole histo- 





ry of these excitements from the beginnig to 
the end, Persons so situated would do an im- 
portant service to truth, pure religion, and the 


| public good, by making such communications, 
| Itis known to those who have read Dr. Chaun- 





Thougiis on the State of 


this sort ‘of aid in the position of that invalua- 
ble work. Itis only necessary to add, that we 
should open our columns with pleasure to any 
such communications, if written with candor 
and seriousness, and with an obvious design, 
while they expose false religion, to recommend 
and cherish the true. In this way the materi- 
als may be collected for a work, which we 
hope will not be always wanting—a fair and 
ful! history of Revivals of Religion. 


PRACTICAL. 
[From the Christian Intelligencer.] 
CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP. 

“Then said Jesus unto his disciples, if any man will come 
after me, lethim deny himself, take up his cross, and follow 
me,.”’"—Marr. xvi. 24. 

It is a great and good acquisition to become 
a genuine disciple of Jesus Christ. But there 
are too many, we have reason to fear, whos¢ 
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views of the subject are extremely superficial. 
They do not appear to consider, that men at 
this day, may be as really the followers of Je- 
sus, as at any former period, though they can- 
not inevery respect, be equal to the primitive 
disciples. The suspicion that men are incapa- 
ble of following Christ, in an evangelical sense, 
is attended with many serious disadvantages. 
For in the same degree that we are convinced 
that a thing is unattainable, we neglect the 
means which are necessary to its attainment.— 
To remove all suspicions of this nature, let it 
be considered, we have, in the scriptures of the 
New ‘Testament, a very fuir account of our 
Saviour’s preaching—of his doctrine, precepts 
and examples. In the text, we have the very 
requisition which was essential to discipleship, 
when it was delivered ; and I know not that a- 
ny alterations have been made, as to the terms 
of admission into the school of Christ. 

Let us endeavor to throw some light on this 
subject, by attending to a few particulars. 

1. It is requisite that a man become a chris- 
tian from choice, or from a sober conviction of 
the value and excellence of the christian reli- 
gion. Those who profess christianity, by con- 
straint, or from motives of mere worldly poli- 
cy, ambition or pride, without discovering an 
amiableness and glory in the character of 
Christ and of his cause, are not the followers 
recognized in the text. The profession will 
be formal and vain, unless the act be conscien- 
tious and voluntary. “ If any man will come 
after me.” If he has taken all the circum- 
stances of the case into consideration, and on 
mature reflection is satisfied that an espousal 
of my cause would be desirable, then, let him 
come after me. Hence the general invitation 
is, “ Whosoever will let him come ;” that is, 
whosoever really chooses to serve me instead of 
satan, let him take my yoke upon him, It is 
said, 

**A man convine’d against his will, 
** Is of the same opinion still.”’ 

2. To be a true disciple, a person must give 
himself up to the Saviour, for instruction. We 
must be convinced of his superiority, and of 
his ability to teach and enlighten us in spiritu- 
al and in eternal things. Hence it is said, let 
each one “deny himself.” Let him become 
teachable and docile ; ready to receive divine 
instruction, Circumstances may occur, in 
which the command of Christ may be incon- 
sistent with what we should deem prudence and 
good economy. But we should remember the 
declaration, “ He that would save his life, shall 
lose it.” We ought to be satisfied that Christ 
is a competent leader, before we engage in bis 
service ; but when enlisted, we should follow 
his directions, 

When our children enter a school, they have 
to deny themselves, and submit to the judgment 
of the instructor. But all the self-denial which 
fs required, when the teacher is competent to 








his employment, is, that submission to the reg- 
ulations of the school, and attention to study, 
which are necessary to the improvement of the 
pupils, ‘The requirements of Christ are suit- 
ed to the condition of mankind, in different a- 
ges of the world ; so that, at no period would 
it be unsafe, all things considered, to yield them 
obedience. Indeed, our safety, as an highly 
favored people, consists in a cheerful confor- 
mity to the law of the spirit of life, in Christ 
Jesus. All the self-denial which christianity 
now imposes on men, is, that they should not 
abuse their talents, time and privileges ; but 
should conduct in a rational, sober and dignifi- 
ed manner. 

3. Christian discipleship requires a prepara- 
tion of heart, by which difficulties and disap- 
pointments may be met, with a good degree of 
patience and fortitude. We should be prepared 
to face the storm of adversity and breast a 
phalanx of opposition and persecution, witha 
firmness, becoming the good soldier of the 
cross, Christians profess to worship God, 
through a Mediator, who suffered Crucifizion. 
They take up their cross by following Christ’s 
example, so tar as duty requires. It was the 
ardent love of Jesus, which enabled him to 
triumph over temptation, opposition, and fiery 
persecutions ; and nought but this same divine 
principle can produce in the conduct of his 
followers, a corresponding devotedness to the 
requirements of Heaven. 

But, if none are real Christians, except such 
as take up their cross, so as to act contrary to 
their natural inclination, where, in the name of 
wonder, are Christians to be found ? In what 
respect do professors deny themselves the ele- 
gancies and luxuries of life, where they are a- 
ble to enjoy them ? Where is the man, whose 
parsimony or poverty does not prevent, that 
does not enjoy the best that our fields or mar- 
kets afford ? Which do Christians most re- 
semble, the rich man or the beggar, mention- 
ed in the parable? If their clothing is not 
“ purple and fine linen,” it is something of e- 
qual costliness and splendor. Shew us the 


Fashionable Christians, who take up their cross 


according to the popular notions concerning 
this suhject. Let it be soberly remembered 
that whereas, on the one hand, we are not re- 
quired to deny ourselves of the blessings 
which God has bestowed on us, for our good, 
so on the other, we are not allowed, as ration- 
al beings and as christian disciples, to pamper 
our pride, cloy our appetite, and revel mid 
scenes of luxury and sensual gratifications.— 
No ; the great art of human prudence, con- 
sists, in “ using the world, as not abusing it.” 
The wisdom even of a christian, is exhibited to 
the greatest advantage, in what is called se/f- 
government. It is displayed to admiration, 
when all the propensities and passions of our 
nature, are controlled by the laws of reason, 
and kept in due subordination to the good prin- 
ciples of religion in the heart. Keep sober 
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reason and religion at the helm, and you will 
be safely conducted through the gales of plea- 
sure and the storms of passion, to the desired 
haven. 

4. The last requirement is, that, as disciples, 


we not only learn the doctrine and precepts of 


our Teacher, but also follow his examples —— 
Much, indeed, is implied in the simple expres- 
sion, “follow me.” It alludes to a practical 
illustration of Christ’s religion, as professed 
by his followers. We have not room to en- 
large on this part of the subject, nor can it 
hardly be thought necessary. 'The Bible, es- 
pecially the New Testament, is the principal 
book to be used in the school of Christ. In 
that precious Book, then, you are to learn the 
lessons of duty and meditate on the innumera- 
ble examples of a Saviour’s kindness, which 
we are Called upon to imitate. Follow Jesus 
to the house of mourning ; to the chamber of 
sickness ; to the habitation of the unfortunate, 
and the hut of the industrious poor. Follow 
him to the widow’s desolate mansion, where 
the fatherless cry in vain for bread. Let it be 
seen by your fruits, that in all these things, you 
do, like your honored Master, “ go about, con- 
tinually doing good.” It should be the pride, 
the ambition, the joy of our hearts, to tread in 
the footsteps of the rr1eNp of the needy. And 
without this practical commentary of our doc- 
trine, it is but a dead letter, instead of the sa- 
vour of life unto life. 

Are there any who have professed to follow 
the impartial Saviour, that will begin to com- 
plain, as did some of the disciples of old, 
** These are hard sayings ; who is able to bear 
them?” But if they complain that we draw 


the chords of moval obligation too close, we | 
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A FRIENDLY HINT. 
TWELVE QUESTIONS TO THE UNIVERSALISTS OF BUFFALO. 





It isa well known fact, that the Gospen ADVocATE has 
been read by many ofthe inhabitants of this village, with ve- 
ry litle advantage to the publisher, during the four years it 
has been issued from the press in this place. The few faith- 
ful friends, who in prosperity and adversity, have afforded 
us their patronage, are entitled to our warmest thanks ; and 
now, for the benefit of such as have taken our paper for 
their own aud their neigbor’s accommodation, as well as on 
our own account, we invite the attention of our friends 
to what follows. 

Seventeen hundred copies of this work have been issued wee- 
kly from the press, during the last year ; and such is the pres- 
ent aspect of affairs, that it is thought expedient to extend it 
still farther ! We have therefore, commenced the FrirtH 
volume, by publishiug two thousand and seven hundred cop- 
ies. We do this, believing that within six months from the 
date of the first number, every copy will be called for. It 
may be thought that we are too sanguine, aud hazard too 
much in the undertaking ; but,being tolerably well acquaint- 
ed with the condition and wants of our brethren 1n this re- 
gion, we are induced to think, that a less number would fail 
of supplying the demand. More than three hundred sub- 
scribers have added their names to our list since the present 
proprietors have assumed the management of the work; 
and as yet, we have only begun! And now, what say ye, 
brethren, universalists of the great ‘‘ Emporium of the 
West?” How muci have yz contributed towards the ad- 
vancement of the work? Have your arms been unitedly 
raised in its defence, or your hands opened for its encour- 
agement? While your brethren in other places, even in 
places quite remote trom this, of influence and respecta- 
bility, have been mindful of us, and the glorious cause in 
which we are engaged, what have ye been doing? Have 


| not some of you dear brethren, been listening to the syren 


hope it will no more be pretended that our 


doctrine is so/ax as to please the carnal heart! 
We labor for the moral improvement of socicty 
and for the dissemination of truth and know!- 
edge, 

And while we express our felicity that so 
many young people of intelligent and virtuous 
habits are disposed to seek for religious instruc- 
tion, in our sanctuaries, we would charitably 


hope there may be none, who, like the young | 


man, mentioned by St. Mark, (xiv. 51,) em- 
brace our religion in so loose a manner, that 
should they experience some severe attacks 
and be laid hold of with violence, would take 
a precipitate departure, His an injury to our 
cause, for young men of good moral habits, to 
leave our meeting with the hope of adding to 


their worldly estate, or to court the esteem and | } 2 
| ec from the lovers of “ greetings in the market-places ?”’ 


applause of the rich and the noble, Thanks 
be to God, that there are so many whose digni- 
fied deportment and constant attendance on re- 
ligious worship, where truth impartial and eter- 
nal is taught, who can be considered the sub- 
stantial ornaments of the School of Christ. 


THE PREACHER, 


—— —_ 





song of “ popularity,” and been spell-bound by the honied 
accents of pride rendered perverse by your own indiffer- 
ence ; nay, is it not true, that many have voluntarily sub- 
jected themselves so the necromancy of this world’s w isdom, 
and become the willing subjects of its reign? While your 
brethren, on every hand, have been mourning over the 
miseries of the world, entailed upon our species by the 
powers of darkness,—while they have labored and suffered 
reproach, in the cause which some of you have espoused, 
have you offered up a prayer for Uicir success, or dropped a 
tear for their want of it? When your opponents have told 
you that the public feeling was against the ingenuous course 
we have pursued, the plainness of speech which we have 
used, and the frankness with which we have exposed the 
errors of the world, have ye not assented to their declara- 
tions without opening your eyes to behold the march—the 
unprecedented march of that very cause which they affect 
to despise, and which you profess to have espoused? And 
are you not even now, measurably identified with the ene- 
mies of our doctrine—so listless, inactive, and indifferent to 
the interests of Zion, that some of you are hardly distinguish- 


The foregoing inquries are not made out of any ill will to- 
wards you nor any person on earth; but they are made with 
a view to awaken the sleeping energies of our friends; to 
bring into exercise the faculties of every free-born soul ; and 


| to apprise you of the danger and disgrace that await the in- 


dolent; as also, to stimulate, if possible, our brethren to 
the performance of long neglected duty. A want of atten- 
tion to the interest of our cause has been the principal rea- 


cet es > 
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son of its want of complete success. Our opponents are 
emboldened by our apathy, rendered insolent by our inac- 
tivity, and made sanguine in their hopes of our defeat by 
our want of engagedness in the cause we inwardly approve. 
Nay, they fear, lest by onemighty and united effert our ends 
should be attained: and therefore, they fail not to use their 
endeavors to disunite us, that we may fall. 
that our doctrine is unpopular, and we have believed them, 
until facts stare usin the face to prove the contrary; they 
have held out to us the husks of error and some have fed 
upon them; they have assailed us and some have yielded ; 





They have said | 


they have pretended to be our friends and some have taken | 
them at their word!—Shall it remain so? Sliall we yet | 


tamely bend our necks to the yoke which they delight to 
fasten upon us? Shall the ADvocare, which has stood a- 
lone against the phalanx of its enemies,—which has scat- 
tered to the winds of heaven their refuge, be driven from 
its moorings by the winds of a “ mongrel theology”’ for the 
want of encouragement at home ? We mean not to insin- 
uate that this work can be silenced by the batteries of its 
enemies—IJt will live when orthodoxy is dead,—but we mean 
that it needs amore liberal eucouragement from the friends 
of liberal principles in this place, aud unless it receives it, 
the work must be published elsewhere. With a patronage 
of two thousand subscribers, many of whom are the first 
men in this and other states, it cannot and SHALL NOT DIE! 
But unlesg‘eur brethren and friends in this place will aid 
us,—will strengthen our feeble hands,—and encourage our 
way-worn hearts, we must despair of its continuauce here. 
Think not, brethren and friends, that we beg—to dig we are 
not ashamed,—we only ask you to do justice to yourselves, 
to the confidence of your distant brethren, to your con- 
sciences, TOYOUR GoD AND HIS SALVATION! We there. 
fore entreat you to awake, and arise from your slumbers: 
Put on the whole armor of God and truth, and HEAVEN will 
bestow the needed help, and grant youa speedy victory 
through Jesue Christ our Lord. 








MISCELLANY. 


” DEDICATION AND ORDINATION. 
On the two hundred and sixth anniversary of the 


landing of the Pilgrims, the “ First Universalist Soci- 
ety in Plymouth, Mass.’’ dedicated their New Meet- 
ing House to the worship and service of the living and 
true God, and set apart, by solemn ordination, Br. Jas. 
H. Bugbee, to the pastoral charge of the society. The 
services are represented as having been impressive,ap- 
propriate, and refreshing. The period chosen for the 
setting apart of the house and their pastor, added much 
interest to the solemnities of the occasion, and deserves 
to be recorded for the benefit of those who come after 
us. We can most fervently unite with our Brother 
Pickering, of the Telescope, in praying God,that “ long 
may their present happy union be perpetuated, and their 
children, and their children’s children, realize, within 
the consecrated walls of their sanctuary, ‘ How good, 
and how pleasant it is, for brethren to dwell together 
in unity.’ ”’ 


~ ee 


A Minister of Marblehead in advice to his stu- 
dents, says, ‘‘I advise you to the judicious use of 
notes. Notes! I say, not written sermons. You may 
say some use written sermons, and do excellently well 
with them. I reply, if they do excellently well with 
them, I think they would do excellently better without 
them.” Dr. Staughton once said, (on the subject of 





reading sermons,) ‘I think that what is gained in 
correciness is lost in power.”’ 
6 © Oe 

In a list of officers to afemale charitable institution in N 
York, we see the names of “ Mrs. General Hamilton,” and 
the “ Reverend Mrs. M’ Auley.”’—Religious Ing. 

— 

InTEMPERANCE.—The editor of the Middletown(Ct) 
Gazette, remarks that “there is one excellent mode in 
which gentlemen may do much to prevent the abuse of 
ardent spirits, and that iS not to drink them. The ex- 
ample of respectable persons will do more towards ef- 
fecting a reformation of the dissolute, than moral lec- 
tures, or associations for the correction of vice.”’ 

—_ 
CHOICE SAYINGS. 

Mipas was so great aman, that every thing he touch- 

ed changed into gold,—altered case now ; touch a 





| great man with gold and he will change into any thirg. 


Reflect on what you learn, and arrange your ideas 
under proper heads. In proportion as you improve 
your imagination, memory and understanding, you ex- 
alt yourself in the scale of thinking beings. 

Secure the approbation of the aged, and you will 
enjoy the confidence of the young. 


‘* My friend,’’ says Hyder, ‘“ the state of a beggar is 


| more delightful than any envied monarchy :—awake, 


they see no conspirators; asleep, they dream of no 
assassins.’’ 

Truth is no less true from the weakness of its vo- 
taries; nor can error be made truth by the approbation 
of misguided millions. 

‘*God,” says the orthodox Dr. Scott, ‘‘never im- 
poses upon us laws as arbitrary tests and trials of our 
obedience. The great design of them is to do us 
good and direct our actions to our own interest. This, 
if firmly believed, will infinitely encourage our obedi- 
ence; for when I am sure God commands me nothing 
but what my own health, ease and happiness requires ; 
and that every law of his is both anecessary and sove- 
reign remedy against the disease of my nature, and 
that he could not prescribe less than he has withoug 
being defective in his care of my recovery and hap- 
piness, with what prudence and modesty can I fail to 
obey him 1?” 











a 


DIED—In Phelps, Ontario co. Mr. Lemuel Hotchkiss, 
aged about 45 years. 

In Troy, N. ¥Y. on the 18th ult. Mrs. Anna Bradley Ea- 
ton, wife of Professor Eaton. 

In Geneva, on the Qist ult. Gen. Walter Grieve, aged 
53. He wasa native of Scotland, but emigrated to this 
country and settled at Geneva, 32 years ago, when there 
were but three houses in the place. 

In Milton (Va.} Andrew Monroe, Esq, elder brother of 
James Monroe, ex-president of the United States. 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK. 
Exprosion.—The boiler of the steam-boat Granam, 
which plied between Hull and Grimby, Eng. burst on 
the 7th of Noy. and about half the passengers, of whom 
there were seventy on board, were swept into the riv- 
er. Two persons were instantly killed, nine wound- 
ed, and four who are missing are supposed to have 
been drowned. An inquest was held on the dead bod- 
ies, and the jury returned a verdict of “ manslaughter 
against the engineer and the acting proprietor of the 
packet.” 
He qe 
Stave Trape.—The extent to which the trade in 
slaves is carried on, may be imagined from a fact stated 
in a Brazilian paper, thaton the first and second of Oc- 
tober, there arrived at Bahia three vessels; one with 
five hundred aud four; a second with one hundred and 
thirty three; and the third with four hundred & twen- 
ty-eight human beings; in all, one thousand and sixty- 
five! 
98 or 
Impostvurr.—Mr. Hartley, an English missionary, 
writes that the Greck monks have lately brought tothe 
island of Zante, ‘ one of the arms of John the Bap- 
tist !’’ and that they are enriching themselves by show- 
ing it to the credulous multitude! Some of the Greck 
ladies give as much asiifteen dollars, for asight of such 
-tarities! [3° A Missionary Story !] 
~~. 


Misstons.—Asa proof of tue advanced state of civil. 
ization in the Sandwich Island, we may mention a riot 
between a gang of sailors and some missionaries, in 
consequence of a police regulation! Some facetious 
traveller once blessed his stars for having reached a 
civilized country, wien he fell in with a gibbet !—N. 
Y. Pap. F 

~+o-— 

Errects or Gamptine wy Lortentrs.—At the police 
office in Philadelphia, Dec. 18, an old man, well dress- 
ed, and of intelligent appearance, was charged with an 
assault and battery, and larceny, in picking the pocket 
of an Irishman. In answer to questions put to him by 

e mayor, the prisoner declared ‘ that he was nearly 
sixty years of age: that he was reduced to poverty and 
desperation by gambling in lotteries; that he had 
within forty years, spent twenty-three thousand dolls. 
or more than five hundred dollars a year; and that he 
never had drawn a prize of any importance!’’ He was 
committed for trial. 

—_ oe 

Pantuer,—A panther, measuring seven feet and an 
half from the nose to thetip of the tail, was killed on 
the 1]th Decem. last, on the Plains near this village, 
(Buffalo,) which was supposed to be in company with 
another from the southern wilds. 

He gen 

Governor’s Messace.—This document, is as usual, 

highly spoken of by many, and contains much interest- 
ing information relative to the unparalleled prosperity 
of our state. 


Suicipe.—A young man, a book-binder, committed 
suicide, by cutting his throat, in Liberty st. Philadel- 
phia. Poverty was the cause. Oh! what a remedy ! 


I Ae teak NOONE INIA ties 0 








TO MRS. H——E,. ON THE DEATH OF HER 


Then weep not, mother, o’er the tomb,’ 








Poetic Department. 


[From the Christian Register. ] 





INFANT BOY. 
Weep not, fond mother, o’er the tomb, 
That shrouds thy infant flower; 
Weep not that all that opening bloom, 
Hath faded in an hour. 
What, though the light of heaven shone 
In thy lov’d infant’s smile ? 
What, though that light, forever flown, 
No more thy griefs beguile ? 
What, though the Almighty lender soon 
Recall'd that precious gem? 
It shines with brighter ray upon 
Heaven's jewell’d diadem. 
Then, weeping mother, cease to mourn 
The cruel spoiler’s power, 
That from thy arms, thy babe hath torr 
In beauty’s morning hour. 
The eye of faith beholds in this 
A Father's tender love, 
That early called him home to bliss 
In better worlds above. 
Fresh with the light of other spheres 
The new-born spirit came ; 
But soon a land, where fall no tears, 
Reliev’d its undimmed flame. 
An inexperienced stranger here, 
He went without regret ; 
Ere disappointment, grief, and fear 
His path with thorns beset. 
Ere vice had marred, with blackening spof> 
The whiteness of the soul; 
Or sin had dropped one deadly blot 
Upon the bosom’s scroll. 
The storms of life shall ne’er assail 
Thy infant’s peaceful breast ; 
The winter’s blast, or summer’s gale 
Break not his lasting rest. 
The all of him that ere could die, 
Now sleeps beneath the sod ; 
The spark of immortality 
Hath risen to its God. 


Where buried love now lies ; 
But hope to sce it brighter bloom 
In yonder smiling skies. : 
Mountain Barn. 
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